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Introduction

The auteur, Rituparno Ghosh, created a niche for himself in Indian cinema 

with his thought-provoking, women-centric films. Many of his cinematic

endeavours deal with gender dynamics that prevail in contemporary Bengali 

middle-class society. Written, scripted and directed by Ghosh, Unishey April 

(April Nineteenth) (1994) explores the tumultuous relationship betweena 

celebrated dancer, Sarojini, and her daughter, Aditi/Mithu, on a nineteenth 

April, the day on which Sarojini's husband, Manish, died eighteen years 

ago. The tussle between the mother who allegedly has no time for her 

family because of her vocation and profession (that is dancing) and the 

daughter who seeks refuge in her deceased father's memory lies at the 

heart of the film. I shall try to study how the film addresses the issue of a 

Woman's function in familial, domestic space in order to argue that Aditi 

has a longing for a "traditional" mother and this longing is predicated upon 

the age-old patriarchal archetypes of ideal womanhood. My aim is to unearth 

the filmmaker's capitulation to certain patriarchal discourses, even as he 

S Out to expose and critique them in the context of a woman's function 

ne domestic, familial space. The discussion is divided in two sections 

111owed by concluding remarks. The first section is devoted to the 

xplication of the problematic while the second formulates the key 

nts of my critique. The discussion gains its relevance for two reasons: 

ST, because of the dearth of critical works on Rituparno 
Ghosh's films in 

neTal and on Unishey April in particular, second, because it rereads tne 

nen, 
ub. 
28 ot 

arro 
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75 
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film in a new light 'arguing that the women-centric
filmmaker unwittingly

DOIsters gender normativity in the tilm. 
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Chapter 15 

Agricultural Knowledge System in Ensuring Food Security in India 
RajatJroti Sarkur ud Monitu Kurmakar 

Improving food sUCurity at the houschold level is very cruca! in India ts here 
many pople are sullering Irom persistent hunger and alnutrition. In lnda. 
mounting pressure of population, adverse threats of climate change. ragmented 
land holding. high input cost etc. are very important which prevent to ensure 
lood ecurity. In India. thcre is malnutrition in all age groups. scally mong 
chilkdren. Problem of ow birth weight due to undernutrition of mother during 
pregnancy and nderweight of children is very common in the country The 
purchasing power of certain section of the society is o ow that they cannot 
CCess lood at the market price. They necd the satety net of fooxd subsidy. In 
India. food problem in the omative sense su!l coninues to exist aIS lios of 

poor suller from pcrsistent hunger and malnutrition This is the task lo uhch 
food sceuity sy slem nust address itscll in futurc. TherC re sOMe pOrtnt 
laclors which can increase yild gron th and donetic supply ot food substan 
tially. Among these faetors educatin and know ledge regarding inpron ing tunm 
eliciency. provision of an improved agniculural technology to the frmers. 
deivery of modern lm puts, techncal know-hou. stitutionl edt to the 
lames, and crop diversilication are \ery (ssnial to build a huge stock ot food 
Prans n India. Educated and trined people can lcquire nen skills and tech 
nologies required for growing agricutural ouput to et the domwsie demind. 

Abstract 

Kemords: Food sevurity: apriculture knon ledpe syslem: fool subsidy. 
hungerand malnutition: food productio: raioning gn: apricultural 
technoogy: public distributien system 

JEL Chussfwation: D45: Ql6: QI8 

1. Introduction 
India has pased throuph food shortes or a ver long peiod. Famnes, n:lly,. 
and drouphts are tesponsible for such food swarcly. These have lorced the 

(omparative Advantage in the konkedye Leonoms. 171 I80 
(opright 2021 by Lmcrald Publishinp Limited 
Al rights of reproduction in ay fom teened 
doi: 
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েোলে 

মতনােীপ িীির 
িী পািবতেলন 

বজনবজরা িাজার, প্রে বেজ, ১নং প্রপা, মতলো, েোো - ৭০০০৮৮  
 
েোলে এিং স্বত্বাবিোরীর ববিে অনুমবে ছাডা এই িইতের প্রোনও অংতলরই 
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ISBN: 978-93-92410-06-2 

মূয : ₹ ২৫০ 



 !"#$%&'&"("

"

)&*&"+,*-."

/,0"12.'3"
"

"

14&53&"

6+)+78"%+9.""""" 2.:":&%",%;3

"

"
"

"

<=">&,+'?. 3"

 

 

,%;3"



 

Bhasha Bishayak Prabandha Sangkalan 

Edited by: Avijit Mallick & Sankar Ram Barman 

(Proceedings of �Shobdo� First International Conference, 2021.Conference 

held on 25�26 November 2021.), Publsihed by Dhi Publication, Jinjira Bazra, 

Brace Bridge, 1 No Poll, Maheshtala, Kolkata -700088.!

 

Mob. +918017956574 * e-mail: dhi.publication@gmail.com 

"

/@%"/.& "A"BCDE"FGFF"

 

©"H'I.A"C?,*J&>K",&"/,?0:"+,*-,L"M"N&:"H%O+'.N&:")&:"12+PQ"H'I?.:"

"

/R5"

>&?-'",:"

"

/.& ."

%?3&5=>"<=,:"

<=">&,+'?. 3"

+7+S:&",&7&:E"HT1"+T7E"(32"H>&'E"%?U N'&E".'.&N&"V"WGGGXX""

"

"

%YZJ"

[1\+>\".+%]+3?. 3"/&^?)_"+'+%?_`"

%&aY-&,&7&:E".'.&N&V"WGGGGb"

"

ISBN: 78-93-92410-02-4 

%c'd"A"!"eGG"

"



 

� !"#$%&'(#$(#&)#*+,-.)/01 *,2&3%# .4%# &5&&
",67# &8#9#.':, #&

'%"%;<&=;"2&
)+>#2;&�=-#<>?&"#/@#&*"8#A&

%!A6#<!2&BC$7D&>$@E&
<F#2&3$A&

3<* & �"#/@#&� !"#$%& '(#$(#& )#*+,-.)/01 *,2&3%# .4%# &5& ",67# &8#9#.
':, #�& *G$2# #$72& 'H&4"I*(&<F#&JK&>$2$L M& ')*(&3<#,%1*N$,& '(#$(#&
8#9#2& 3$@#: #& +$@5?& O2>7& "P& 8#9#2& 4)Q& 3< #2& R1*,$,& 3)$,&
<#$2M&�S6#T&3)#(#&�4#)*Q>& UV&3G#&>2*L&3< #2#&'(#$(#&8#9#2&",67# &
*W*,&)X$I&5U#*>"+#@M&H*%& #&+ &,#+$@&3< #$%2&� !7# &O>%7& *Y>?&
'H&�$ $>C&8#9#*(&)Z$>6& *"$G9& *>L!&E#$  &  #M&�S:& '(#$(#&8#2,&,S#&
<*[7"$Q2C&O>&�*,&\! ]&3*%"#);& 'A#^;M&8#2,.8! (# &);7#$_2&`*(&a#7&
E!$F&,#$%2&4#U&bcc*(&<*2"#$22&")"#)Md&O(#C&,#$%2&<1*S";M&32&O)"&
>#2$eC&O=2$e2&�*"<f�&8#9#g*@&*"9$U&::6#&"#&3$@#: #&�$ >&'"*G&EK2;&
+$U& <$F$LM& '>#$ #& '>#$ #& )7#$@#:>& OC& 4$U#E ;U,#2& 7$=-& J=!7#h&
2#Ei *,>&"#&�-#>#$j*7>&k#S6&@\-&>$2 M&O"/&')*(&8#"#5&'>#$ #&*>L!& #&
8#"#2& 'S$>& 8#$@#M& '>  #& OC& 8#" #g$@#5& O>=2$e2& ::6#M& O"/& OC&
::6#g*@C& 8#9#*($>& ,S#& 8#9#g*@$>& gKl& 4%# & >2$"& "$@C& 37#$%2&
*"m#)M&� !"#%&<*2*=$,&'(#$(#2&3$@#: #&'H7 &'(#$(#&8#9#&*"<f,#$>&,! $@&
=$2& ',7* &'(#$(#&)#*+,-.)/01 *,2&*"<f,#$>&5&)!* *%6N&8#$"& *:*n,&>$2M&
OC&3$@#: #U&"#/@#&8#9#U& '(#$(#&)#*+,-&� !"#$%&'H&)"&8#" #& *:_#&a+e&
>2#&+$U$L&"#&+$o&'(#$(#."#/@#&� !"#$%2&* *2$p&,#2&O>*(&)#7*a>&=#2e#&
q,*2&+$"M&4:*@,&=#2#2&)/01 *,$,&O$%2&48#"&5&*"*of,#2&*%$>5& E2&
'%5U#&+$"M&3$@#: #2&JK$,&'(#$(#&8#9#&)Z$>6&>$U>(#&,S-&'E$ &* $U&
3$@#: #U&O$A#$"#M&

'(#$(#&8#9#&

'(#$(#&4=# ,& '(#$(#&E $A#^;2&7!$p2&8#9#M&OC& '(#$(#$%2& '"*G2&8#AC&
*+r!& =$762& 7# !9M& '(#$(#& 8#9#*(2& stu& )/$>,& vxw & 8#9#*(& *)$ #.*,y,;&
7,#_$2&'8#(."#76#&8#9#.'A#^;2&�_A6,M&8#9#*(2&'>#$ #&3z*@>&{<5&' C?&
,$"&*=7#@&|}~��&8#9#2&)$Q&OC&8#9#2& *>L!&G�A,&)#%1G-&@\-&>2#&H#UM&





Their. Mother's Gardens 
Epidemic, Healing, and 
Motherhood in Tear of Wonders 

and Hamnet 

Chandrima Das 

Cneat historical and political upheavals like wars, revolutions, and. 

demics often put women in a double bind. They are expected to both con-
their traditional societal roles as caregivers, and simultaneously break 

from those roles and become providers and wage-earners in families rav-

ged by 
death. and diseases. In the context of the present times, multiple recent 

ies undertaken by s0Ciologists have noted the alarming rise in the number 

Taaces of domestic violence against women in India during the COVID-19 

Dndemic and the subsequent economic and social turmoil (Maji, Bansod, and 

Sinch 2020; Krishnakumar and Verma 2021). Women, who have been vic 

imized and batteredalmost as a matter of routine during times like these, have 

also historically fulfilled another function-that of healers, healthcare workers, 

and nurturers. This chapter will look closely into two historical novels set in 

the sixteenth- and seventeenth-century England which intertwine the themes 

of disease, bereavement, and healing, and foreground the role of women as 

repositories of traditional knowledge passed from one generation to the next. 

Geraldine Brooks Year of Wonders (2001) and Maggie O'Farrell's Hamnet (2020), 

set some 60 years apart in the late sixteenth and middle seventeenth centu 

nies, explore these themes and foreground the contradictions inherent in the 

S0Cety's conceptualization of what the role of a woman should be in times of 

dis-ease. The idea of esoteric knowledge being passed on from one woman to 

another has been explored in texts as diverse in their intended readership, and 

Benre as Sally Gardner's historical fantasy for young adult readers I, Coriander 

<005), Terry Pratchett and Neil Gaiman's fantasy novel Good Omens (1990), and 

1ansda Sowvendra Shekhar's The Mysterious Ailment of Rupi Baskey (2014). lear 

Y Wonders and Hamnet also envisage an unbroken tradition of knowledge of tra 

ditional medicines and healing within an exclusively fenale domain, it is, as it 

ere, a matrilineal tradition women share and pass on to the next generation. 

1ese two texts seek to re-inscribe the function of women from that ofvictims of 

dIseases and domestic and/or societal abuse, to the role of the healer of the same 

diseased bodies, and the dis-eased society. The knowledge that enables them to 

�o s0 is not the instit ution-imparted knowledge that was the sole preserve of men 

from woman to woman from one generation to the next. 

DOI: 10.4324/9781003300762-13 

n the centuries under consideration, this stream of knowledge flows unbroken 
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